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School of the Woods is indeed 
fortunate to have had Ernest and 

Hilda Wood involved in its establish-
ment, for they were both purposeful 
individuals.

Both Ernest Egerton 
Wood and Hilda 
Larmuth Wood were 
born in Manchester, 
England, 1883 and 
1894, respectively. 
Both were lifelong 
members of the 
Theosophical Society, 
coming from parents 
who were active in its 
local branch.

Ernest was educated at Manchester 
College of Technology in chemistry, 
physics and geology. He began 
studying Sanskrit during his late teen 
years. He himself became president of 
his local Theosophist chapter in 1907 at 
age 24, then embraced the larger world 
by moving in 1908 to Adyar, India, the 
Society’s world headquarters.
The much younger Hilda, meantime, 
finished her schooling and at 18, went 
to Italy to study art. When war broke 
out in 1914, Hilda, with her mother, 
went to Madras from Europe, and she 
and Ernest became reacquainted. They 
were married in 1916 and lived in India 
until 1945-46. 

Now, here’s an interesting thought:  In 
1939, Maria Montessori was persona 

non grata with the fascist government 
of Mussolini for refusing to do its 
bidding. The Theosophical Society 
extended an invitation to her to come 
to Adyar. She accepted it and lived 
there from 1939 to 1948, the same time 
frame as the Woods. During those 
years, many Montessori schools were 
founded in India and both Hilda and 

Ernest and Maria 
Montessori were vital 
forces in their founding, 
as well as with other 
kinds of schools. It’s 
reasonable to assume 
that, being in the same 
vicinity and working 
toward the same goals 
for some seven years, 
there must have been 
considerable interaction 
among the three though 
no physical record has 

surfaced to confirm this.

As a Sanskrit scholar, Ernest Wood’s 
main focus was teaching and writing. 
He published more than 
forty books on Yoga, 
Eastern and Western 
Philosophy and religions. 
Many of those titles are 
still in print and can be 
purchased online (Quest 
Books). One of his books, 
a Sanskrit dictionary, 
earned him accolades 
from world scholars, and 
until his death, he was 
recognized as the world’s 
foremost authority on that language. 

During his early career in India, also, he 
was headmaster of several schools and 

colleges founded by the Theosophical 
Society, and later, was Professor of 
Physics, and president of Sind National 
College and the Madanapalle College, 
both teaching colleges of the Bombay 
and Madras Universities. Dr. Wood was 
also one of the organizers of the Indian 
National University. Hilda travelled all 
over India with him, in addition to her 
own activities. She was heavily 
involved in starting schools for chil-
dren, often in small villages. She also 
taught basic courses to many of the 
village mothers.

Hilda Wood was a writer, as well. She 
authored two wonderful children’s 
books, “Ivory Gates and Golden” (1927), 
and “Three Heroes of Finland and 
Other Stories” (1930), based on the 
ancient Finnish epic, The Kalevala. Both 
feature her own drawings

Toward the end of his time in India, 
Ernest became disillusioned with the 
inner-politics of Theosophical Society 
and devoted himself to Yoga. After 

World War II, 1945, he 
came to the US to be 
President and Dean of 
the American Academy 
of Asian Studies in San 
Francisco. Following 
that, he came to 
Houston to collaborate 
with Dr. James Baker of 
the University of 
Houston on a book, 
“Existentialism in the 
East and West.”

One fine day in 1959, Ernest and Hilda 
appeared at the door of the (Spring 
Branch) Unitarian Fellowship, which 
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had just been organized weeks before. 
They soon became stalwarts of the 
Fellowship – Hilda focused on devel-
oping a Fellowship library and began 
talking about establishing a Montessori 
school – Ernest was frequently asked to 
deliver inspirational talks. Some 
Fellowship members have commented 
that the Woods could frequently be 
seen whizzing around the neighbor-
hood in their small, right-hand drive, 
three-wheeled English car (looks much 
like a Morgan “Runabout”), Hilda at  
the wheel.

In early 1962, Dr. Wood offered the 
Fellowship $8,000 for a down payment 
on permanent property, needed after 
several years of using ad hoc meeting 
spaces. That benevolence resulted in 
the Fellowship buying part of the prop-
erty the School now occupies. The 
parcel of land was 1321 Wirt Road, 
1-1/2 acres with a main house, a 
cottage and a Quonset hut. It was 
acquired in April that year. Hilda Wood 
immediately started organizing the 
Montessori School she wanted. It 
opened that Fall with a student body of 
children of mostly Unitarian parents. 
She and Ernest ordered all the 
Montessori materials and Maria 

Montessori’s writings from England and 
India – none existed in the U.S. in 1962. 
Initial interest in the Montessori 
concept had declined and lain fallow 
since 1911-12, when the first 
Montessori school was opened in 
Tarrytown, New York by Anne Everett 
George, Dr. Montessori’s first American 
student.

Ernest Wood was president of our 
school’s first Board of Trustees. Board 
members insisted that he and Hilda 
occupy the cottage. Somewhere along 
the line, he was diagnosed as having 
cancer of the esophagus, and by 1962, 
was becoming increasingly frail. 

Members of the Unitarian Fellowship 
took care of both Woods during their 
last years. 

It doesn’t really seem mystical to think 
that Ernest Wood is still with us. He 
died September 17, 1965, right here 
on campus, in that cottage – now 
occupied by the School’s 
Advancement Office. Hilda followed 
him a few years later – 1968, after a 
second mastectomy. Her final act:  
willing another $8,000 to the Unitarian 
Fellowship.

Almost by sheer willpower, Ernest 
Wood refused to die before he finished 
another translation of a Sanskrit 
classic, Shankara’s Viveka Chudamani. 
It was finished just days before he died 
and published after his death.

All Hail!
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The Raise-the-Roof Raffle 

The drawing for the big raffle took 
place right on time, Wednesday, 

March 2, at the Parents’ Organization 
monthly meeting. It was melded into 
the Woods High School students’ usual 
morning assembly with plenty of early 
morning munchies provided.

A different student volunteered to make 
the draw for each prize. The $2500 prize 
was won by the Deden family; $1000, by 
The Firm (aka the high school teachers); 
$500, by Ira and Lisa Gross; and $250, by 
the McCabe-McNidder family. Barry and 
Susie Fantich won the special participa-
tion prize drawing. A donation in any 
amount or raffle ticket purchase was all it 
took to win a very cool iPad.
 
Thanks to one and all – the raffle gener-
ated $24,500 toward Raising the Roof. v   
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  Notes about our cover
It must have been quite a sight to see such a thing 
on Houston streets in the late 1950s. The car is 
almost certainly a Morgan Runabout; it came out 
in 1909 and remained in production in England 
until 1952. We must assume that this one owned 
by Ernest and Hilda Wood was obtained by them 
before 1945 while still living in India. How it 
continued to function in Houston with no service 
facilities handy is a mystery. The Morgan Motor 
Company is still very much alive and kicking. It 
produces a range of models, all hand-built to 
order. Production time: one to two years.

We Luv our ‘Lums 

The Alumni Relations program in 
School of the Woods’ Advancement 

Office is reaching out to our recent 
Woods High School graduates with nifty 
care packages – just because we miss 
them around here.

Our first such mailing went out in 
October 2010. It consisted of an attractive 
snap-close box from Gallery Board pack-
aging with the school logo printed on the top. And inside, well – all manner 
of snacks and goodies, geegaws and gimcracks – and what do you think 
about this? – a very usable green frisbie, also with the school logo on it. 

Barbara Bends of the Advancement Office is in charge of this initiative. We 
will keep everyone posted about further developments. v
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Laissez les bon temps rouler

Parents celebrate the new school year with style

And how!! Parents Janna and David Webber threw open the doors 
of their Southampton Place (swankienda)(home) and entertained 

the entire parent body, faculty and staff from School of the Woods. It all 
happened on Saturday, September 11.

The Parents’ Social is the first big event each fall. It serves as a time for old 
friends to reconnect, everybody to meet new friends and to get everyone’s 
adrenalin churned up for the academic year to come.

Food plays a big part in this, too; this year, there was a great buffet of 
Mexican fare, which is craved by every person in the state of Texas. The 
buffet was catered by Pappassito’s. v
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Chairman Margie Udden arranged for the 2010 Chili Cook-
off and Halloween Festival to happen a bright sunny 

Sunday afternoon, October 24. Some 700 determined folk 
were there for a chili fix.

There were 23 – count ‘em – 23 chili cooks this year, perhaps 
an all-time record number, managing the hot plates, Bunsen 
burners and Crock-pots for this event. The judges’ panel was 
Steve Couch, Ray Scippa, Tom Tomlinson, and Ken Wright. 

Prizes were given in four categories:  Traditional Chili, Unique 
Chili, Best Presentation and Most Popular Chili. The Traditional 
awards went to John Lopez, first; Greg McGee, second; and 
John Bos, third. Prizes for Unique chili were awarded to 
Alejandra Gonzalez, first; Gretchen Hawkins, second; and 
Sharon Pastor, third. Ira Gross took first place for Best 
Presentation; Chris Pando, second; and Arpita Bathija, third. 
Sharon Pastor’s brand of chili was voted Most Popular.

Everybody loves a raffle and there were 11 this day to keep 
people happy. Prizes ran from big stuffed animals to science 
kits to a Kindle. Winners were the Bends family, Jarad 
Dickinson, Sam Downs, Aubrie Engelmann, Andrew Gross, 
Connor Knight, Matthew McAvey, the Udden family, David 
Westbrook, and Faith Womack.

All those entertainments kids love were on hand – the Rock 
Wall, Mechanical Bull, Obstacle Course, Double-Bay Slide,   
Dino Play Land, Caterpillar Craze, face painting, tattoos, hair-
styling, Fishing Pond, and crafts. Wonderful food, too – James 
Coney Island hotdogs and baked potatoes, Goode Co. House 
Chili, and Kettle Korn by Jason Mann, desserts made by our 
own School parents. The Student Talent Show was a highlight, 
too; and Freddie the DJ kept that music throbbing through 
every vein. v

Can you say lalapalooza?

Chili, chili, everywhere – and lots more stuff, too
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T his year’s seniors at WHS went to the 
Blackwood Land Institute, a long-

time favorite retreat for our student 
groups. It is a 23-acre site located near 
Hempstead. The seniors used the time 
in just the right way – reflecting on 
their Woods High experiences, talking 
about their plans for the future and just 
plain relaxing. But they also undertook 
several projects for Blackwood – there 
are always things to be done. The 
best part: gathering vegetables from 
the gardens and preparing their own 
gourmet meals.

Meanwhile, the junior class took wing to 
New York City for a good look-see at our 
largest U.S. city. The group of 20 
students was accompanied by teachers 
Cassie Manley, Andrew McNally, Cindy 
Nevels and Alex Wilhite. 

First thing to do:  get settled in quarters 
and order pizza. Monday was a busy day 
– they walked all around Central Park (a 
big area!), hopped the subway to the 
Brooklyn Bridge, then walked across it, 
hopped another subway to visit Ground 
Zero. Tuesday was the day for the long 
sight-seeing boat trip all around 
Manhattan and past the Statue of 
Liberty, visits to the meat-packing 
district and American Museum of 
Natural History. In the evening, they 
took in the long-running Blue Man 
Group performance in the East Village, 
and had an after-show late dinner. 

The sophomores, however, played it 
closer to home.  Monday was devoted 
to getting acquainted with the 
Montrose district and its history, and 

visiting the Menil Museum and 
Holocaust Museum. Tuesday, it was off 
to Galveston. On the ride there, the 
group discussed Galveston’s history a la 
trivia questions. They visited and did 
volunteer services aboard the 1877 Tall 
Ship Elissa and toured the Sea Port 
Museum, then just “explored” on the 
beaches.

On Wednesday:  getting acquainted 
with the Houston Heights by way of a 
walking tour in the morning.  After 
lunch, there were visits to the Heights 
Library (one of Houston’s earliest), the 
Art Car Museum, and the Houston 
Salvage Museum. Thursday was a big 
day, also, in the Museum District and 
environs. Morning was devoted to 
exploring the Museum of Fine Arts and 
Contemporary Arts Museum. After 
lunch, all attention turned to Hermann 
Park – including volunteer service at the 
Hermann Park Conservancy, then an 
in-depth tour of the Zoo. 

Friday – last day! – Downtown:  Chase 
Tower Observation Deck, our famous 
tunnel system, a two-hour walking tour, 
lunch at Discovery Green, a good round 
at the Science Museum, hike down to 
Allen’s Landing on Buffalo Bayou (do 
volunteer trash pick-up along the way), 
and then the Buffalo Bayou Art Park. 
WOW! What a week – hard to beat.

Freshmen busied themselves right in 
their own backyard - the campus of 
Woods High School. It was an intensive 
drive to clean up, fix up, rake up, plant, 
weed, sweep --  all the while getting lots 
of useful exercise in the process.  v

Woods High School leads off the Year with Intersession I

WOODS H IGH SCHOOL
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WOODS MIDDLE SCHOOL AND H IGH SCHOOL

The first two Montessori Up Close meetings of this school year were 
held November 8 and 9.

On Monday, the 8th, Woods Middle School welcomed a large group of 
parents who were interested in learning about the methods Maria 
Montessori advocated for educating and developing the whole 
person in the 12 to 14-year age range.

The faculty, led by Dr. Elisabeth Coe, presented an in-depth look at 
those methods and how contemporary scientific research into 
teenage brain development substantiates and buttresses Montessori 
middle school curriculum and approaches. The Montessori middle 
school utilizes an open-space visual concept. 

Dr. Coe explained that developmentally, early adolescents are going 
through rapid physical and cognitive changes, and this has an impact 
on their psychosocial and moral development. In the Montessori 
secondary school vision, adolescents need activities that encourage 
self-construction, i.e., exploring oneself and one’s place in the world, 
opportunities to work and learn in a trusting community that foster 
deep connections with others. They also need academically rigorous 
and transdisciplinary curriculum that illustrates the interconnected 
nature of the world and prepares them to solve current and future 
challenges.

At Woods High School, Tuesday, November 9th, the thread of  
adolescent development was continued, as it pertains to the older 
teens who have already moved through those changes. 

At the beginning of the evening, WHS students served as guides for 
small groups of parents and visitors on tours of the classrooms. 
Afterward, everyone gathered in the large Community Meeting  
Room, where Dr. Coe welcomed them and explained how the  
evening would proceed. Here, also, African Drumming students  
gave a short performance.

Visitors were then divided into several groupings and seated in 
various classrooms, where teams of students and teachers spoke 
about how the high school works, related their personal experiences 
in a Montessori high school environment and answered questions 
from the audience.  v

Montessori Up Close evenings at
Woods Middle School and Woods High School

Middle School students demonstrate to a group of 
potential seventh graders a favorite project, called 
the podiatry map, or sometimes, the Island of 
Podiatry. This endeavor helps students understand 
various land and water forms.
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Amir Thomson, Grayson Koonce-Fisher, Charlotte 
Brannon, Tali Cohen-Kurzrock, Jack Oldham, and 
Dean Neubek play a cooperative game.

Grayson Koonce-Fisher catches the 
elusive high trapeze.

Ed Hawkins swings across as classmates 
cheer him on.

Jack Oldham crosses the swinging 
log as Kathryn Deden, Charlotte 
Brannon, Grayson Koonce-Fisher and 
Allie Keys assist.

Dean Neubek, Ed Hawkins, Grayson Koonce-Fisher, 
Beth Hawkins, and Kathryn Deden learn archery.

Kathryn Deden peers out from a temporary 
shelter constructed by students.

Students pose in front of a temporary structure they
built in the woods at Camp Allen. Back row: Amir Thomson, 
Charlotte Brannon, Jack Oldham, Grayson Koonce-Fisher, 
Beth Hawkins, and Ed Hawkins. Front: Dean Neubek, Allie 
Keys, Kathryn Deden, Tali Cohen-Kurzrock.

Tali Cohen-Kurzrock, Beth Hawkins, Allie Keys, 
Charlotte Brannon, Dean Neubek, Ed Hawkins, and 
Grayson Koonce-Fisher work on a cooperative game 
with an instructor.

Dean Neubek crosses the high-wire. Dorna Abdi and Allie Keys cross the high-wires.

Jack Oldham comes down the zip line at Camp Allen.

Woods Middle School students 
master physical challenges 
at Camp Allen

From September 13 to 17, our 
Woods Middle School students 

were off to Camp Allen near Navasota 
for a week of group and individual 
challenges. The group challenge 
programs promote and enhance 
positive interaction between 
members of the group.  v

WOODS MIDDLE SCHOOL
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 WOODS MIDDLE SCHOOL

Woods Middle School annual drama and dinner a 
treat for parents

It’s a tradition. Each December our Woods Middle School 
students present all their parents with a nice pre-Christmas 

gift – by preparing a really nice Italian pasta dinner, followed by 
a really nice short stage play.

The play was a “May the Farce Be With You,” written by well-
known playwright David Rogers. The characters are interga-
lactic personalities with outlandish comic book names. The plot: 
Earth is about to be attacked by evil invaders from Planet 
Inferna. Never fear – the good guys win.  v
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A step back in time for our fourth graders at Crow Canyon

The Crow Canyon Archaeological Center was founded in 1983 as a national 
research and education center in the Mesa Verde region of southwestern 

Colorado. The area is known as the Four Corners, where the four states of Colorado, 
Utah, Arizona, and New Mexico meet. Four Corners has one of the densest 
concentrations of well-preserved archaeological sites in the world. The Center has 
undertaken excavations at more than 30 sites.

Crow Canyon provides experiential education programs for its student visitors. The 
focus is on the Anasazi culture -- the ancient farmers who are the ancestors of Pueblo 
Indians who today live in Arizona and New Mexico.
Students are actively engaged in real archaeological research and also meet some of 
those descendents and learn the cultural perspectives of contemporary native 
peoples. This approach shows the students that history is not a finished story to be 
read from a textbook but, rather, an on-going story and a process for understanding 
both the past and the present. 
This year’s trip took place September 25 through October 3. The students were 
accompanied by Teachers Kay Shields and Mary Clemer, and by parents Elizabeth 
Deden, Sara Gammill, Karyna Gutierrez, Melissa Krauser, Bridget Tomlinson, Jennifer 
Walz, and Kristin Wright.  v

   WOODS LOWER SCHOOL
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Fifth-grade group goes to Ancient Lifeways Institute in October

The Ancient Lifeways Institute is located in rural central Illinois in the Illinois 
River Valley. The site features a flowing creek, stream beds and wooded 

hills, and a range of wildlife such as deer, turkeys, owls and coyotes and even a 
herd of buffalo.

Our fifth grade students go there every year to participate in programs in 
which they use the traditional technologies of our North American ancient 
cultures in everyday living. They learn to identify and make useful tools from 
flint found in stream beds and from other natural materials – gathering and 
using fibrous plants in many ways – digging clay and making pottery. In fact, 
all resources utilized by early native cultures are readily available in that area.

The field trip was October 14-22. The students were accompanied by teacher 
Kay Shields and parents Michelle Berrigan, Elizabeth Deden, Patrick Pastor, 
and Yvonne Silva.  v

   WOODS LOWER SCHOOL
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   WOODS LOWER SCHOOL

Can you say BOOOO!!

Entire Lower School does Halloween the right way

On Friday, October 29, School of the Woods Lower School parents, faculty, staff and 
EVERYBODY put together a Halloween celebration that couldn’t be beat. 

The best part:  all the pre-schoolers came to school decked out in their Halloween 
costumes – a wondrous sight. They gathered in the lower school playground, then 
paraded in file around the campus for everyone to see how grand they looked. Who 
knew there were so many different styles? 

Following that, lots of activities – a spook house created by 6th graders: face painting, 
Monster Mash; Spider Lair, Scary Crates, Parachutes, and the ever-popular relay race 
with the egg and spoon, done by faculty and parents. 

Refreshments and goodies to eat were everywhere and in great variety. The nicest 
thing about this day was that parents were even more excited than the children.  v
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The Montessori Europe Congress 
was held in October in Bad Honnef, 

Germany. School of the Woods’ Dr. 
Elisabeth Coe joined Richard Ungerer, 
Executive Director of the American 
Montessori Society, in representing the 
United States. Other representatives 
came from Sweden, Germany, Italy, 
Netherlands, Luxembourg, England, 
Scotland, Slovakia, Czechoslovakia, 
Poland and Russia.

The focus of the congress was the secondary level of 
Montessori education which has not been well-developed in 
Europe. Discussions led to the group’s understanding of 
Montessori’s basic ideas.

1.   The Montessori secondary level school is a different kind of 
school – one that recognizes and builds on social experiences.

2.   It is akin to a second rebirth – one where learning blends 
with social life and the student’s own self-construction.

3.   It is imperative to recognize the adolescent’s physiological 
and mental changes.

4.   Erkinder means the pedagogy of place – the awareness of 
the history and future of the place in which the adolescent 
works.

5.   Opportunities for valorization of the individual – helping 
students develop a feeling of competency, confidence, and 
worthiness.

6.   Adults should be strong role models – they provide the raw 
materials needed by the adolescent. The trained 
Montessori adult represents the concrete materials that are 
found in the younger levels.

A workshop, led by a Montessorian from the University of 
Rome, asked if the International Baccalaureate program would 
be a substitute for the Montessori system. That program is 
based in Geneva and is already established for the older 
student in European countries and in some places in the U.S. 
The reasons why not are summarized below:

•  IB curriculum is fixed and is not adolescent-centered.

•   IB disregards what Montessori education calls pedagogy  
of place, a practice which leads students to discover  
themselves and their roles in a range of contexts.

•   IB is externally oriented, i.e., is based on extrinsic motivation 
(rewards of some kind, such as high grades; threats of 
punishment). Montessori is based on intrinsic motivation – 
the student is driven by an interest or enjoyment in the task 
itself.

 •   IB is exclusive and does not allow for a diversity of students 
and their needs. Montessori emphasizes diversity, having 
blossomed naturally from Maria Montessori’s original work 
with under-served children in the slums of Rome.

•   IB is structured into different age groups – Primary Years, 
ages 3-12, grades Pre-K through 5th grade; Middle Years, 
ages 11-16, 6th through 10th grades; Diploma Program – 
grades 11 and 12. Montessori’s five age divisions more logi-
cally fit the cognitive and physiological changes which 
occur in students in those five age groups.

At the end of the Congress, the consensus was that there are 
no common principles for the Montessori secondary level in 
Europe, and that they should be developed. Having learned 
the details of the model at School of the Woods and recog-
nizing that it has all the common principals and elements, 
along with implementation strategies, schools in Sweden, 
Germany, and Czechoslovak have asked Dr. Coe to consult 
with them on helping develop an authentic Montessori 
secondary school for European students..  v

Montessori at Secondary Level model to be developed in Europe

As serendipity would have it, Maggie Grimes, one of the original 
seven parents who founded School of the Woods, came to town 

on November 16 for a campus visit. Her timing couldn’t have been 
better; see Sherry Herron’s column on page 2 – focusing on the 
founders.

Mrs. Grimes has lived in Seattle for some years, but she still has 
family in Austin. On the campus, Head of School Sherry Herron 
welcomed her and conducted a general tour of all the buildings and 
classrooms – quite a step up from the early sixties.  v

School of the Woods founding parent in 1962 returns for a visit
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THE ARTS

School of the Woods boasts 11 members
In Houston BoyChoir Christmas performance Houston BoyChoir participated in the Heritage 

Society’s 48th Candlelight Tour at Sam Houston 
Park, downtown. Eleven members of the Choir are 
students at School of the Woods.

The Candlelight Tour was held December 10 and 11, 
with Houston BoyChoir joining many other groups 
performing in all of the vintage structures which 
comprise the Park.

School of the Woods students who performed on 
Friday, the 10th, were Javier Gutierrez, Hunter Pando, 
Wester Couch, Nathaniel Martin, Lawrence Weeden, 
Elias Martin and Henry Weeden. On Saturday, the 
11th, they were Zachary Goodrow, Duval Hawkins, 
Rohil Bathija and Sebastian Tharp.  v

Guitar and African Drum concerts held in December

Students of Instructor Bryan Kile’s acoustic guitar class were 
presented in concert on December 7, at the Unitarian 

Fellowship, near School of the Woods. The performers were 
Jonathan Algeroy, Rohil Bathija, Wester Couch, Jinyoung Jang, 
Lars Koehn, Miho Maeda, Sarah McAvey, Deia McGuire, Dean 
Neubek, Hunter Pando, Geoffrey Tomlinson, Ashraf Thomson, 
Amir Thomson, and Anelise Winfrey.

On December 9, also at the Fellowship, The African Hand Drum 
students performed, led by Instructor Alafia Gaidi. Those 
students were Ben Algeroy, Jennifer Deden, Michelle Deden, 
Robert Deden, Sydney Hilder, Hailey Hix, Jino Jang, Jinyoung 
Jang, Mathew Lagarde, Jack Oldham, Daniel Romero, Henry 
Weeden, Lawrence Weeden, and Rachel Wright.  v
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ALLISON BAKER enrolled in School of the 
Woods as just a toddler in 1982 and stayed to 
graduate from 8th grade in 1994. Allison’s 
family moved to New York in the mid-90s. 
Allison has passed the New York Bar and now 
lives in Delaware.

TOM COPAIN graduated 
from Woods High School 
in 2006. Tom has just let 
us know he’s received his 
BA in journalism from 
Penn State this past May.  

OLIVIA GIERMAN started school at School of 
the Woods in 1987 at her earliest possible 
chance – age 2-1/2. She 
went straight through, 
graduating from eighth 
grade in 1998. Olivia 
graduated from Embry 
Riddle Aeronautical 
University in 2006 with a 
BS in aerospace engi-
neering and took a 
Masters degree in 2008. Olivia is now working 
at Sikorsky Helicopter in Huntsville AL. To 
further stay busy, she keeps horses and partici-
pates in shows when she can, and now is 
engaged to marry Oscar Gonzalez (yep, that’s 
him in the photo), a fellow aerospace engineer, 
in March 2011.

Going way, way back, Olivia Gierman’s mom, 
ANITA ANNESE POOL, writes that she herself is 
an alumnus of our school – way back in this case 
means 1964. She is now living in Rockport TX.

KARINA RICHARDSON is working with the 
Proximity Theatre Company in Santa Barbara, 
CA. They recently staged Shakespeare’s Romeo 

and Juliet, garnering good press reviews. Karina 
was a Middle School graduate.

JACKIE SECHLER is a junior at The Evergreen 
State College this year. This past summer she 
was in Argentina at the University of Buenos 
Aires studying social studies and Spanish. 
Jackie graduated from Woods Middle School in 
2004 and from Woods High School in 2008. 

KYLE WEAVER was a ’90 graduate of Woods 
Middle School. He then went to Lamar High 
School’s International Baccalaureate program. 
Kyle is married and now lives in Boston. They 
have just welcomed a second daughter.

KENYON WEAVER, a ’94 graduate 
of Woods Middle School, also went 
to Lamar High School. Kenyon is 
also married; her name is 
Susannah. Both are lawyers and 
are currently living in, traveling all 
around the area of, and doing 
some lawyerly work in Kazakhstan. They will 
return to the US in 2012, when Susannah 
begins a clerkship with SCOTUS Justice 
Stephen Breyer.

Several members of the Woods High School 
2010 graduating class stopped by for a visit 
while they were home for winter break.  Sage 
Coram, Daniel Cuervo, Bryce Evans, Kamilah 
Evans, Jonathan Cohen-Kurzrock, Wesley Weiss, 
Victoria Segler, Franki Gusemano, Lane Franklin, 
Colin Benthien, Dorian Gomberg, Aliah 
Al-Hatlani,  and Bryan Maddox all came for a 
visit. The teachers and students were thrilled to 
learn all about the graduates’ college experi-
ences and how Woods High School prepared 
them for college.  We thank them for their visit 
and look forward to their next visit.



Lady Wildcats Wrap Up Best-Ever Volleyball season, 9-3

Girls from both Woods Middle School and Woods High School make 
up the Lady Wildcats volleyball team. They are Lauren Almstedt, 8th 

grade; Sara Al-Shaikh, freshman; Kelly Benthien, senior; Caroline Catlin, 
freshman; Claire Cooper, freshman; Anna De Francesco, freshman; Claire 
Nobles, junior; Kiya Osha, 8th grade; Tristin Segler, sophomore; Amanda 
Shelby, senior; Morgan Stevens, 7th grade.

The league they play in includes KIPP Academy, YES Southwest, YES 
East End, Central Christian Academy, The Briarwood School; George 
Sanchez High School, and YES Southwest. The competition consisted of 
12 game dates, with three to four matches in each, from Sept. 10 
through Oct. 18th. 

“Our girls worked hard as a team and never gave up, even when they 
were behind,” said Coach Amanda Villanueva. Indeed, the accompa-
nying photos show great energy and fine focus. The team ended the 
season 9-3, the best volleyball season yet, according to Athletic Director 
Brittany Faske.  v
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Hooray for our side!

Woods High School parents underwrite a new scoreboard

Check that score in the photo! It’s a sign of things to come. Now School of the Woods 
has its own scoreboard. It became a reality when a group of WHS parents worked 

together to underwrite the cost.

Our new scoreboard was installed in September in the gymnasium at Holy Cross 
Lutheran Church which is adjacent to our Wirt Road campus.

Parents who made this installation possible are Ken and Ruth Arnold, Bill and Lisa 
George, Edward and Jean Grant, Tim and Mirian Hart, Jeff Grass and Patti Henry, John 
and Kimberly Jeffrey, Lonnie and Reggy Knowles, Richard and Val McAvey, Richard and 
Hilda Scott, Robert and Vonda Segler, and the Parents’ Organization.  v

Ladies and gents Wildcats face Heavy basketball schedule

It was a fearsome game schedule for both the boys’ and girls’ 
teams, which started November 2 and ran through February 4.

Like all sports at School of the Woods, players are recruited  
from Woods Middle School and Woods High School, grades  
7 through 12.

The roster of schools in this league are The Briarwood School, 
Central Christian Academy, Family Christian Academy, KIPP, 
George Sanchez Charter High School, Raul Yzaguirre School for 
Success, YES North Central, YES East End, YES North Forest and 
The Village School.

The complete schedule of games and locations is posted on the 
school’s Website.  v
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