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2 – ifc  Reproduction of Sherry/Bobby letter 
about property purchase - ???????

December 5, 2012

Dear Parents and Friends,

The Board of Trustees is pleased to share news of exciting milestones for 
our campus master plan.

On November 15, 2012, School of the Woods purchased a new permanent 
site for Woods High School.  This 4.8 acre site is across the street from the 
Wirt Road campus, that is, the northeast corner of Wirt Road and Bobbitt.  
The property includes the Woods High School buildings currently being 
used at 7806, 7812, and 7814 Bobbitt, as well as the adjacent field and 
student parking area. 

Through the confluence of positive circumstances, the school also sold its 
property on Westview to Our Lady of Walsingham Catholic Church.  This 
sale expands their property from Shadyvilla through to Westview.

Our purchase is significant because it creates a virtually contiguous campus 
for School of the Woods. The Bobbitt property also has the advantage of 
having existing utilities and open space that can accommodate the new high 
school building.  Classes will continue to be held in the current buildings 
during the construction of the new permanent facilities.

Planning is underway to update the design of the permanent high school 
building and all-school gymnasium to be built on the Bobbitt property.  
Funding is available to begin construction when the design and city 
permitting process is complete.  Construction schedules will be announced 
as the details become available.

The school is extremely grateful to the committee members from the 
Board of Trustees, Our Lady of Walsingham Church, and other dedicated 
community supporters, for assisting in this transition.

Robert T. Deden      Sherry Herron
President, Board of Trustees    Head of School
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All in a Day’s Work . . .

At our recent 50th birthday Gala, one of the auction items was “A Day with 
Mr. Guy,” for a student to spend a day helping our Facilities Manager Guy 

Harrison. That’s a good way to learn what it takes to keep a big place like our 
campus and buildings in shipshape. Parents Ira and Lisa Gross opted for that item 
for their two sons, Alex and Andrew, and Mr. Guy gave them rigorous workout, 
and the boys gained some practical knowledge they will never forget. v

Faculty changes

Three of our valued teachers have 
left School of the Woods. In January, 

2013, Suzy Josef retired after an 
impressive career of teaching Upper 
Elementary students since 1982. In 
June, Dr. Lalit Ecka of Woods Middle 
School assumed a new position as 
Curriculum Coordinator at Oak Farm 
Montessori in Fort Wayne, Indiana, 
and Connie Laufersky has become 
Head of School at Leelanau Montessori 
Public School Academy in Suttons Bay, 
Michigan. Beginning in 2001, she taught 
Early Childhood, Woods Middle School 
and Woods High school levels. v
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WOODS MIDDLE SCHOOL

School of the Woods has for many years had a variety of 
programs specifically for showing parents how and why 

this education system works so well for their children. However, 
School of the Woods has made this the year of deeper under-
standing of Montessori education for parents of its students. 

Beginning this year, the Parents’ Organization has worked 
with Head of School, Sherry Herron, and faculty to design and 
sponsor a multifaceted series of events. They are aimed at 
meeting the growing parental interest in learning all about 
Montessori education at a deeper level.

The structure of the programs can be considered as 
pertaining to:

The Montessori Experience
•	 Montessori and the Home, focusing on Early Childhood 

(September)

•	 The Montessori Journey, a hands-on parental adventure 
(October)

•	 Mornings of Learning for Early Childhood classes  
(October and January)

•	 Evenings of Learning for Elementary classes    
(October and January)

•	 Math Demonstrations - Number Rods to Calculus 
(November and December)

•	 Open House Programs – High School and Middle School 
(November); Lower grades (January).

Special events
•	 Seminar, featuring Professor Arthur L. Costa, Ed.D, author 

of Habits of Mind: Success in School, Work and Life. 
Friday, August 18, 2012, at the Wirt Road campus; 
Saturday, August 19, for parents and general public, at 
the Junior League of Houston.

•	 Discussion and description of brain development in 
teenage students, by Dr. Betsy Coe

•	 Coffee with the Teachers – informal gatherings to  
discuss classroom activities and current curriculum; 
throughout the year. These are scheduled monthly  
during the school year.

•	 The Book Club promises to be a popular addition to our 
education lineup.  This year’s selection was Montessori 
Learning in the 21st Century by Shannon Helfrich. The   
first Book Club meeting in February, was for both parents 
and teachers.

Our Cover Story

An inside look at parent education

PARENT EDUCAT ION
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 PARENT EDUCAT ION

Two mornings in the Parent 
Education programs 

were devoted to learning 
mathematical concepts at  
all levels. 

Early Childhood to 3rd grade: 
November 7, focused on how 
math is learned from Early 
Childhood through Lower 
Elementary grades. In Early 
Childhood, children learn to 
count and also to recognize 
that each number represents a specific quantity. Children 
internalize mathematical concepts through the use of 
concrete materials.

As they move through the curriculum, the Montessori golden 
beads are introduced, which leads them to the concept of the 
decimal system. They also experience linear counting – 
concrete lessons designed to learn to count to 1000 and to 
skip count. The children use concrete materials first and later 
memorize addition and subtraction facts, and begin learning 
multiplication and division. The Early Childhood and Lower 
Elementary faculty demonstrated these concepts, with the 
help of a few 3rd grade students.

4th Grade to Calculus: Understanding math from Upper 
Elementary through High School was the object of the

 demonstration on December 5. 
Several students assisted 
teachers in these demonstra-
tions of how they learn about 
fractions, decimals, ratio, 
proportion and word problems. 
All students work with concrete 
materials for geometry, equiva-
lences area and volume exer-
cises. Older students work with 
squaring, cubing, common 
roots, solving for an unknown, 
and may explore other systems 

such as Egyptian or Mayan math.

Middle School students use Montessori materials to be intro-
duced to algebraic concepts before practicing them 
abstractly. Students must take quizzes and master compre-
hensive tests in the curriculum of Pre-Algebra and Algebra 
throughout the Middle School grades 7 and 8.

In the high school grades, students encounter the full 
panoply of secondary school-required math. That includes 
Algebra I and II, Geometry, Pre-Calculus and Calculus, and 
Statistics. The methods of learning these subjects were 
demonstrated by Woods High School math teacher John 
Branch. He tied it all together by demonstrating with a tennis 
ball how math concepts can predict the flight trajectory   
of a rocket. v

Math Section

Absorbing mathematics the Montessori way is effective

The Montessori Journey is designed to emphasize 
the unique strength of Montessori philosophy and 

its experiential (multi-sensorial) approach to learning. 
Parents learn exactly what their children experience  
in the Montessori classroom at all levels – from Early 
Childhood through High School. Parents then can 
compare and contrast their own learning in traditional 
settings with their children’s cosmic education in a 
Montessori environment. 

The Montessori Journey this year was given on October 5 
and 6 as a component of our large multi-faceted Parent 
Education initiative. The Journey has two distinct, neces-
sary segments. Several hours of a Friday evening are 
devoted to silent observation of classrooms and their 
parts and structures, as demonstrated by faculty 

members. Moving through each level, parents experience 
what the child or adolescent sees and feels as they enter 
the classrooms.

In the Saturday session, parents physically handle the 
Montessori materials and follow actual lessons. 
Approximately 45 minutes is allotted to each level. 
Parents get an intimate introduction to the vast array of 
precisely designed educational materials and lessons that 
students work with at every level. 

This powerful event provides insight into the transitions 
and continuum of Montessori education, as well as 
enhances parents’ understanding of how and what a 
student learns in the Montessori classroom. Parents find 
the Montessori Journey to be immensely rewarding. v

Parent Education:

The Montessori journey – Parents cherish it
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PARENT EDUCAT ION

Special Event:

Dr. Art Costa presents a 
seminar in August

Our expanded Parent Education program 
began early in mid-August with seminars 

titled “Habits of Success in School, Work 
and Life.” There were two. The first on Friday, 
August 17, was for the School’s own faculty 
and staff, and 
was held in the 
Woods Middle 
School building. 
The second on 
Saturday, August 
18, was for parents, 
other Montessori 
teachers and the 
public. It was held 
at the Junior League 
of Houston on Briar 
Oaks Lane. 

These seminars were created by Arthur L. 
Costa, Ed.D., Emeritus Professor of Education at 
California State University, Sacramento, and 
based on his book, Habits of Mind. These 
presentations identify 16 habits that research 
has shown to be characteristic of successful 
people in all walks of life. Success requires 
performance under challenging conditions 
that demand strategic reasoning, insightful-
ness, perseverance, creativity and craftsman-
ship. Employing Habits of Mind requires 
drawing forth certain patterns of intellectual 
behavior that produce powerful results. The 
object, then, is to explore how to behave more 
intelligently and model that behavior for our 
students and children. v

First Event

Montessori education and the home

This is a perfect subject for the beginner Montessori 
parent. Our series of Parent Education programs began 

on September 22, and was presented by teachers Pilar 
Higginbotham and Bridget Tomlinson. They are both teachers 
in Early Childhood classrooms. 

These leaders began by emphasizing that the Montessori class-
room is an ordered environment and the child’s home should 
mirror that organization. Having comparable environments 
strengthens the bridge between home and what the child 
learns at school. 

They also stressed that the child’s bedroom should contain 
furniture and fixtures appropriate to his or her size and should 
be resized as necessary as the child grows. Toys should not be 
kept in a jumble in a toy box but have a permanent place on 
low shelving, easy to replace after being used. Toys with 
multiple pieces should be kept in plastic containers with lids.

All physical components of the child’s everyday usage should 
be at his/her eye level: healthy snacks on low shelves in pantry 
or refrigerator; the closet should be arranged so that every-
thing can be reached by the child. A reliable stepstool for the 
bathroom is a must. There are many simple household chores 
which children can and like to do. 

There are many sources of information about designing a 
Montessori home. All of these practices reflect back to the 
Montessori classroom and reinforce the self-reliance that chil-
dren learn there. v
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 PARENT EDUCAT ION

As a new feature and part of our Parent Education 
initiative, Dr. Elisabeth Coe scheduled a series of 

informal discussions. The six dates for Woods High School 
are October 1, November 7, December 3, February 4, 
March 4, and April 8. The six for Woods Middle School are 
October 2, November 6, December 4, February 5, March 5, 
and April 2. All are held at the Wirt Road campus. 

Parents are free to request topics for discussion. Here is the 
gist of the “Betsy’s Buzz” for December 4:

Dr. Elizabeth Coe discusses teenage brain changes 
with parents
If you can’t fathom why your teenage child does what he/
she does, Dr. Coe has the answers, derived from the 
myriad sources of research she has pursued for dozens of 
years.

Her presentation on December 4 was “The Adolescent 
Brain.” A main point she made is that the adolescent brain 
is not efficient for many reasons and produces unpredict-
able behavior. 

She quoted another knowledgeable person on adolescent 
psychology, Jay Giedd, MD: “A large and compelling body 
of scientific research on the neurological development of 
teens confirms a long-held, common sense view: teen-
agers are not the same as adults in a variety of key areas 
such as the ability to make sound judgments when 
confronted by complex situations, the capacity to control 
impulses, and the ability to plan effectively. Such limita-
tions reflect, in part, the fact that key areas of the adoles-
cent brain, especially the prefrontal cortex that controls 
many higher order skills, are not fully mature until the third 
decade of life. Teens are full of promise, often energetic 
and caring, often capable of making many contributions to 
their communities, and able to make remarkable spurts in 
intellectual development and learning. But neurologically,. 
They are not adults. They are, as we say, a work in progress.”

Key ideas that Dr Coe cites as needed by teens are nine or 
more hours of sleep; dependable systems, routines, guide-
lines; significant adult mentors; safe, high-risk/stimulating 
activities; and information about their own brains, to help 
make good decisions. v

Parent Education Initiative

Dr. Coe hosts a series of “Betsy’s Buzz” for Middle School and High School parents

Musical Seussical 

Woods High School students performed a Broadway show based 
on Dr. Seuss stories - called naturally Seussical. It was great for 

the whole family. 

The production featured characters Horton, Mayzie, Gertrude and the
Whos in what can only be described as whimsical evenings. Those 
were February 28, March 1 and 2 and performed in Woods Hall on the 
Main Campus. v

 THE ARTS
Parent Education Initiative

Mornings and evenings 
of learning continue as 
part of parent education 

Evenings of Learning for the three Lower 
Elementary classes have long been 

student and parent events at School of the 
Woods. This year they are blending into the 
expanded Parent Education initiative. 

The first three were held October16, 17, and 
18, and repeated on January 28, 30 and 31. 
January was the wrap-up month with 
Mornings of Learning for Early Childhood 
classes on January 24, 25, 30 and 31, as well 
as Open House Programs for Upper 
Elementary, Lower Elementary and Early 
Childhood on January 15, 22, and 29.

Parents attending as many of these events 
as possible will be well-versed in Montessori 
philosophy and methodology. v
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On Sunday, October 28, 700 + brave souls came to   
the School of the Woods annual Fall Festival, Chili  

Cook-Off and Halloween celebration for a good ‘ol chili   
fix. The attendance of more than 700 set a record – the  
largest ever. The Parents’ Organization reports that the  
event earned $19,000.

An extra-added feature of the day was that 32 of our 
wonderful Woods High School students were on hand to 
make sure there were no hitches. In fact, those of us who were 
listening heard many compliments about their capabilities – 
“very respectful of themselves and others” – “they have a way 
that encourages and compliments the younger students” – 
“amazing teenagers – they respond when spoken to, are cour-
teous and great fun to be around.” Well, after all, they’re 
Montessorians!

Other sums of money changed hands, too. The Upper 
Elementary class won first prize of $100 for having the highest 
percentage of parent/cooks, followed by Woods Middle 
School which took second prize of $75, and a tie between the 
Tomlinson, Lutzel and Stepankiw classrooms for 3rd place, $50.

You can always count on exciting raffles at this Fall event. This 
year, eight things no one should have to live without: 
Dollhouse (won by Kelly Collins); Green Machine (David Denis); 
Mr. Potato Head/Art Kit (Tessa Krauser); Zoo Logo Set (Katija 

Corbett); Cruiser Logo set (Jeff Walker); Kindle Fire HD (Cash 
Loyd; iPod Touch (Isabel Smith), and Big Bear (Bree Walker).

And – TA-DA- here are the winning concoctions:

Traditional: 1st, Real Texas Chili; 2nd, Aiden Aggie Chili; 3rd, 
Outlaw Chili.

Unique Chili: 1st, Polenta Chili; 2nd, Green Duck Chili; 3rd, 
Brazilian Wondering.

Vegetarian Chili: 1st, Ghoul-a-licious; 2nd, No Name Chili; 
3rd, South Western Chili.

Best Display: 1st, Viva la Chili; 2nd, Ghoul-a-licious; 3rd Aiden 
Aggie Chili.

And all by itself, George Froming’s Carnival Delight Chili took 
the prize for Most Popular Chili by popular vote.

And we can’t forget all our suppliers who always come 
through for us: James Coney Island hot doggers, Kroger store 
on Wirt Road for bottled water, the Goode Co. Taqueria on 
Kirby Drive, who provided their house chili; Houston Frozen 
Drinks for Slushies, and Airtime Amusement Entertainment for 
all that big-time challenge  equipment. v

Lots and lots of hot stuff
at the Chili cook Off



Chili Cooks

Arpita Bathija
Bart Barnett and Edee Fuller

Louis-Philippe Bossé
Kimberly Chiovitti

Pete Corpus
Elena & David Denis

Shelly deZevallos
Kathleen Earthrowl

Robert Fisher
George Froming

Gretchen Hawkins
Clark Glickman
Dave Hofman
Kevin Jordan

John and Kathi Lopez
Elena Magallanes

Josh Marino
Sharon Pastor
Angela Speer
Joshua Syna

Mark Walz

9
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Parents meet and greet at a great party

All parents for this school year met on Saturday, September 
22 at the home of Mark and Katherine Bodron. The 

Parents’ Social is a gathering always looked forward to for 
reuniting with old friends and meeting new ones. 

The party was catered by Goode Company Barbecue. Who 
can resist that yummy brisket and all the sides that go with it. 
There were also some creole-style shrimp empanadas which 
were exceptionally good. v
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 WOODS H IGH SCHOOL

Harry Potter Day at Woods High School 

Well, the sorting hat didn’t operate quite like the 
original, but there was one, nonetheless. Woods 

High School students gathered on December 11 to sort 
themselves into one of the four Hogwarts houses – 
Gryffindor, Hufflepuff, Ravenclaw or Slytherin. 

During the day, they dressed accordingly, behaved 
according to Harry Potter rules and generally did Harry 
Potter stuff. There will always be a Harry Potter Day. v

Chemistry Magic Show 

Woods High School students showed Upper Elementary 
students a thing or two about chemistry on December 

17, under the watchful eye of teacher John Branch. They 
called it a Chemistry Magic Show. The demonstration showed 
how chemistry is used in every day life while explaining 
processes such as exothermic reactions, ferrofluid reaction to 
magnets, the creation of nylon, and chemiluminescence, just 
to name a few. 

Upper Elementary Students responded with wonderment and 
awe as each demonstration took place.  The students watched 
and cheered while Elephant Toothpaste was made.  Later, they 
rolled non-newtonian fluids in their hands and watched it drip 
away once the pressure of the rolling stopped. 

The Magic Show was the final presentation for the High 
School Chemistry Students and an exciting introduction to 
the wonders of Chemistry for the Upper Elementary Students.

Below is the listing of the magical teams and their projects:
•	 Aroosa Ajani and Charlotte Wiesenthal:  Exothermic 

Reaction
•	 Matthew McAvey and Omar Kamal:  Creation of Nylon
•	 Isaac Arch and David Westbrook:  Ferrofluid Sculpture 

Demonstration
•	 Caroline Catlin and Claire Cooper:  Creation of Snow with 

Polyolefin Materials
•	 Nikki Kunkel and Rachael Leonards:  Oscillating Chemical 

Reactions
•	 Nik Crawford and Daniel Howell:  Elephant Toothpaste
•	 Aresha Davwa and Christina Loos:  Non-newtonian Fluids
•	 Liam Hudson and Marina Smith:  Crushing Cans – 

Pressure, Temperature and Vacuums
•	 Michelle Deden and Rebecca Arnold:  Slime
•	 CJ Pfutzner and Lauren Bodron:  Chemiluminescence
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Woods Middle School
students challenge
themselves at Camp Allen

This year’s Middle School trip to Camp 
Allen took place from September 13 

through 17. This community-building 
experience is comprised of group 
and individual challenges and team 
building activities.

Each event consists of activities that 
promote and enhance positive inter-
action between members of a group. 
The activities vary in terms of physical 
requirements, some being highly 
difficult and others relatively easy.

The Middle School started this year 
with community building at Camp 
Allen, followed this spring by a 
marine biology course at SeaCamp 
in San Diego. v

WOODS MIDDLE SCHOOL

Many of the activities involve 
teambuilding skills. In one excercise, 
Students must strategize as to the best 
way to get all of their team members over 
the wall. Once a team member comes 
down from the wall, they cannot assist the 
others in getting over. In another exercise, 
kids must get the marble down the track 
and around the cone on the course to 
complete the challenge.



Fourth grade students learn about 
archaeology at Crow Canyon

School of the Woods’ fourth grade students made their 
annual trip to Crow Canyon this year on September 8-16. 

Crow Canyon Archaeological Center was founded in 1983 as 
a national research and education center and is located in the 
Mesa Verde area of southwestern Colorado.

Crow Canyon offers truly experiential learning programs, as 
students perform real work alongside professional archaeolo-
gists. They experience activities both at excavation sites and 
in the laboratory. The unearthing and analyzing of ancestral 
Anasazi artifacts has a deep impact on this student age 
group. They also experience seventh-century Pueblo Indian 
Life at the Pithouse Learning Center and tour other sites in 
the Mesa Verde National Park area.

Teachers Kay Shields and Mary Clemer accompanied the group, 
along with parents Allison Gower and Rochelle Lootens. v

13

 WOODS LOWER SCHOOL
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Fifth-grade group goes to Ancient
Lifeways Institute in October

Our students made the annual fifth grade trip to the Ancient 
Lifeways Institute from October 11-19. The Institute is 

located in rural central Illinois in the Illinois River Valley. The site 
features a flowing creek, stream beds and wooded hills, and a 
range of wildlife such as deer, turkeys, owls and coyotes and even 
a herd of buffalo.

The students participate in programs in which they use the tradi-
tional technologies of our North American ancient cultures in 
everyday living. They learn to identify and make useful tools from 
flint found in stream beds and from other natural materials – 
gathering and using fibrous plants in many ways – digging clay 
and making pottery. In fact, all resources utilized by early native 
cultures are readily available in that area.

The students were accompanied by teacher Kay Shields and 
parent Elizabeth Deden. v

   WOODS LOWER SCHOOL
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 WOODS LOWER SCHOOL

Lower school kids have so much fun!!!

Halloween

Santa Claus

Valentine’s Day
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JAMIE GRUBB was at School of the Woods beginning in 
1987. He graduated with honors from Second Baptist 
School in Houston, and then went to Texas Christian 
University, where he was a Presidential Scholar. Jamie is 
an Analyst in the Energy Division of DNB Bank, ASA 
Americas in Houston. He has recently married the 
former Jayne Hermann of St. Louis, who also is a TCU 
graduate. She is a Land Analyst in the US Onshore 
Division of Statoil in Houston. 

SAMANTHA NEMETH, attended Woods Middle School, 
graduating there in 2001. She writes that she now  
(last May) graduated from Columbia University’s 
Mailman School of Public Health, taking a MPH in  
Health Policy and Management. She is now working for 
Columbia HeartSource, a cardiac consulting firm, as a 
data analyst. 

JESSICA SORNSON became a 
Montessorian in 1992 at School of 
the Woods. She is an artist to the 
bone and took a BFA in photog-
raphy at the Savannah College of 
Art and Design in 2011. Like 
almost all artists, she works in 
interdisciplinary media. The illus-
tration here is an example. She 

was rummaging through a lumber yard looking mainly 
for scraps of wood to use for artistic purposes and 
found a discarded lot of rusty circular saw blades. It 
was her Aha! Moment. 
She took the lot and 
transformed them into 
handsome clock faces, 
each different. In 
Savannah, she recently 
had an exhibit of 17 
such pieces, ranging 
from 6 inches to three 
feet in diameter. Nice 
work, Jessica. 

WOODS ALUMNI
F I V E  D E C A D E S  O F  L E A R N I N G

Snapshots of former
School of the Woods Students

WHS hosts recent grads

Woods High School sent out an invitation to its graduates 
from the last four years to come by on Friday, December 

21 just before lunch. The occasion was a time for teachers 
and current students to share all those good experiences and 
advice that the returning grads have to offer. Twenty-seven 
of those graduates came by and an hour of intense activity 
ensued. Cookies and cocoa were the refreshments of choice.

The photo here shows the group. They are (l-r, back row: 
Abdulrahman Kamal, 2012; Michelle Miller, 2012; Danielle 
Levy, 2012; Lizzy Leonards, 2012; Tristin Segler, 2011; Sage 
Coram, 2010; Matthew Lagarde, 2011; Marc Bisewski, 
2012;Wesley Weiss, 2010; Jonathan Cohen-Kurzrock, 2010; 

John McAvey, 2012; David Knupp, 2012; Quirijn Berendschot, 
2012; Ben Algeroy, 2011; and Daniel August, 2011.

Front row: Audry Zinn, 2012; Claire Nobles, 2012; Rachel 
Brumbelow, 2011; Victoria Segler, 2010; Sara Brumbelow, 
2010; Hannah Taylor, 2010; Sam Taylor, 2011; Ben Cohen-
Kurzrock, 2007; Nick Fatica, 2012; Rachel Gossett, 2012; Detria 
Turner, 2011; Robert Deden, 2012 and Will Schorre, 2011.

As for advice, well, three of them did offer some – of varying 
degrees of usefulness. John McAvey suggests “buy shower 
shoes,” Will Schorre volunteered “be you, because that is what 
the world needs,” and Nick Fatica offered “look for places that 
offer free food.” That sounds like a winner. v
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 SPORTS

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL SEASON  
Date Opponent Score Score
  Green Squad White Squad
Aug. 23 and 25 Tournament:     
     Humble Christian W
      Conroe Calvary W
      Anahuac L
      West Columbia L
      Humble Christian W
      Premier Learning Academy W
      Living Stones L
Aug. 31 YES East End  W L
Sept. 4 YES North Forest W W
Sept. 6 Briarwood W W
Sept. 7-8 Tournament:
      Humble Christian  W
      Chinquapin  W
      Family Christian White  W
      Family Christian Maroon  L
      CHSA  W
      Yes North Central  W
      Humble Christian  W
      Family Christian Maroon  L
      Chinquapin  L
Sept. 17 Texas Christian  L W
Sept. 19 Harmony School W
Sept. 21-22 Tournament
 Banff W
 Northland Christian JV W
 Village School L
 Northland Christian JV L
Sept. 26 Central Christian  W W
Sept. 28 Banff L L
Oct. 1 Humble Chistian L L
Oct. 2 Banff     
 L L
Oct. 3 Central Christian W W
Oct. 8 Family Christian  L W
Oct. 11 Briarwood W W
Oct 15 Humble Christian W W

Oct 19 YES Southwest W

Green: 15 wins; 10 losses; White: 14 wins, 7 losses

Best season ever for volleyball team

C oach Amanda Villanueva has reported this year’s 
August Sports Camp to be strongly expanded, with 

many new faces. Girls’ volleyball, especially, was the 
largest team in school history.

After school began, the volleyball players were split into 
two squads for the first time – as middle school (White 
team, 10 players) and high school (Green team, 16 
players). Both teams played really tough schedules and 
continued to improve their skills with every game. 

Here’s the lineup of players:
White Squad (middle school)

Lauren Green, 7th grade
Megan Hafer, 7th grade
Hailey Hix, 7th grade
Christina Huntley, 7th grade
Ariel Roberts, 7th grade
Julia Simione, 7th grade
Anelise Winfrey, 7th grade
Maya Claypool, 8th grade
Sarah McAvey, 8th grade
 

Green Squad (high school)
Soule Coram, 9th grade
Marie Fertitta-Walker, 9th grade
Gabrielle Holt, 9th grade
Kiran Sharma, 9th grade
Emily Sobelman, 9th grade
Alli Keys, 10th grade
Sarah Al-Shaikh, 11th grade
Caroline Catlin, 11th grade
Rena Cohen-Kurzrock, 11th grade
Claire Cooper, 11th grade
Anna Defrancesco, 11th grade
Meg Montgomerey, 11th grade
Caroline Connell, 12th grade
Rachael Leonards, 12th grade
Katie Miller, 12th grade
 

School of the Woods Annual Sports Banquet

HOUSTON TEXANS GRILLE
City Centre, 12848 Queensbury Lane #208

Upstairs and across from Eddie V’s

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR

APRIL 27
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     SPORTS

B asketball Coach Keithen Andrews reports that there have 
been some very exciting games. Many came down to the final 

minutes, even seconds.

According to the Coach, this has been a good season, with many 
young players contributing to the best record in school history – 
22-9. Even though the strong seniors will not be here next season, 
we have a lot of young players with amazing talent and the school 
has a bright future ahead.

At the beginning of the basketball season, Coach Andrews felt the 
boys were playing better as a unit and he liked the direction their 
development was taking. They played hard and their efforts across 
the board were solid.

For the season the team improved drastically and the program is 
right where it should be. Also noted was that many of the losses 
were very close, an additional positive factor.

Here’s the lineup of players:
Trey Green, 7th grade
Roberto Porras, 7th grade
Cole Simpson, 7th grade
Maurice Taylor, 7th grade
Aidan Torres, 7th grade
Grayson Konnce-Fisher, 9th grade
Ayars Lamar, 9th grade
Roark Segler, 9th grade
Dylan Welling, 9th grade
John Bos, 10th grade
Sonny George, 10th grade
Ben Grant, 10th grade
Liam Hudson, 11th grade
Eric Grass, 12th grade
Daniel Lin, 12th grade

BOYS BASKETBALL SEASON  
Date Opponent Score
Nov. 2 Briarwood W
Nov. 6 Awty L
Nov. 8 YES East End L
Nov. 12 Central Christian W
Nov. 15 Banff W
Nov. 19 Briarwood W
Nov. 26 Lake Houston  L
Nov. 30-Dec. 1 Faith Academy Tournament:
      KOR  W
      NE Christian Academy JV W
      NE Christian Academy W
Dec. 5 Banff W
Dec. 6 Texas Christian W
Dec. 7-8 Tournament:
      Briarwood W
      Central Christian W
      Lighthouse Baptist W
      Humble Christian W
Dec. 10 Lake Houston  L
Dec. 11 Southwest Christian W
Dec. 17 Awty L
Jan. 7 Southwest Christian L
Jan. 14 Faith Academy W
Jan. 16 Central Christian W
Jan. 18 Humble Christian W
Jan. 22 Harmony Advancement W
Jan. 25 Humble Christian W
Jan. 29 Harmony Science L
Jan. 31 Harmony Advancement W
Feb. 1 Central Christian W
Feb. 5 Faith Academy L
Feb. 7 Family Christian - Varsity L

22 wins, 9 losses

Coach says he’s proud of boy's basketball team
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Atletics director talks about girls’ basketball

A thletic Director and girls’ coach Amanda Villanueva gave high 
marks to the girls’ basketball team at the beginning of the 

season, feeling that the squad came together fast and worked 
well on the court. The team members continued to work hard 
and made great progress. It has great leadership and younger 
players are getting better.

The girls had the misfortune of some injuries, and at the same 
time had a very tough schedule. Despite that, they showed  
improvements and ended the season with 14 wins and 9 losses. 

Here’s the lineup of players:
Hailey Hix, 7th grade
Virginia Deden, 8th grade
Sarah McAvey, 8th grade
Natalie Arch, 9th grade
Soule Coram, 9th grade
Kathryn Deden, 9th grade
Gabrielle Holt, 9th grade
Alli Keys, 10th grade
Rena Cohen-Kurzrock, 11th grade
Caroline Connell, 12th grade
Michelle Deden, 12th grade
Rachael Leonards, 12th grade
Katie Miller, 12th grade

GIRLS BASKETBALL SEASON  
Date Opponent Score
Nov. 6 Awty L
Nov. 8 YES East End W
Nov. 12 Central Christian W
Nov. 19 Briarwood W
Nov. 26 Lake Houston L
Nov. 29 Texas Christian W
Nov. 30-Dec. 1 Tournament:
      Texas Christian W
      Central Christian W
      RCHA W
      Lighthouse W
Dec. 6 Texas Christian W
Dec. 10 Lake Houston L
Dec. 11 Southwest Christian L
Dec. 17 Awty L
Jan. 7 Southwest Christian L
Jan. 14 Faith Academy W
Jan. 16 Central Christian W
Jan. 18 St. John’s W
Jan. 22 Harmony Advancement L
Jan. 23 St. John’s L
Jan. 31 Harmony Advancement L
Feb. 5 Faith Academy W
Feb. 7 Family Christian W

14 wins, 9 losses

School of the Woods Annual Sports Banquet

HOUSTON TEXANS GRILLE
City Centre, 12848 Queensbury Lane #208

Upstairs and across from Eddie V’s

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR

APRIL 27
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     SPORTS

SOCCER  
Date Opponent Score
Sept. 27 Regis L
Oct. 1 Conroe Covenant L
Oct. 8 St. Mark’s  TieT his Fall, our Athletics program expanded to provide a Soccer 

team for our middle and high school students. We had 7 
boys from the middle school and 10 from the high school.

The team started workouts August 6th at soccer camp with 
Coach Craig Gerhard. The team’s first test came on September 
27th with a game at The Regis School. They lost 7-0, but they 
fought hard and learned a lot in that game. They held Regis to 
just one goal in the second half.

On October 1st, the team traveled to Conroe Covenant. 
Although they played a much older team, our guys held their 
own and even scored their first goal of the season. The team 
lost 5-1.

Their last game was on October 8th against St. Mark’s Lutheran. 
Our team played great defense and moved the ball well on 
offense. They tied 2-2.

Soccer added to the School of the
Woods atheletic program

School of the Woods Annual Sports Banquet

HOUSTON TEXANS GRILLE
City Centre, 12848 Queensbury Lane #208

Upstairs and across from Eddie V’s

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR

APRIL 27

Here’s the lineup of players:
Elias Martin, 7th grade
Mohammad Kamal, 7th grade
Daniel Romero, 7th grade
Jinyoung Jang, 7th grade
Jacob Lucas, 7th grade
Ashraf Thomson, 8th grade
Geoffrey Tomlinson, 8th grade
Jino Jang, 9th grade
Ahmad Kamal, 9th grade
Jordan Lucas, 9th grade
Sonny George, 10th grade
Amir Thomson, 10th grade
Omar Kamal, 11th grade
Stone Larkin, 11th grade
Connor Moore, 11th grade
CJ Pfutzner, 12th grade



Acorn Fund 2012-2013 School of the Woods 
WOODS LOWER SCHOOL WOODS MIDDLE SCHOOL WOODS HIGH SCHOOL 

1321 Wirt Road, Houston TX 77055, 713.686.8811, FAX 713.686.1936 
 
 
           
Dear Families and Friends:        
 
Like many private schools, School of the Woods has an Annual Fund. Ours is called the Acorn 
Fund and is dedicated to providing financial aid to help assure that financial hardship will not 
prevent otherwise qualified students from attending School of the Woods. 
 
The Acorn Fund was created in 1997 and once-a-year, this letter appeal goes out to parents, past 
parents, alumni and other friends of the School for contributions.  
 
Each year, the fund is replenished through generous donations. Every dollar raised through the 
Acorn Fund appeal is dedicated to financial aid. It is an important program with far-reaching 
benefits over many years to come. 
 
In September 2012, School of the Woods began its 51st year. Having passed that significant 
milestone, we have firm expectations of becoming even stronger and more relevant in building 
future adults through proven Montessori methods. We want every child to have that advantage. 
 
Please support Acorn Fund 2012-2013 through a generous tax-deductible contribution. Just tear out 
this page with the response form on the reverse. A return envelope is enclosed. That makes it easy 
and convenient. And if your employer has a matching gift program, your donation may have an 
even greater impact. Remember, too, your contributions are welcome anytime throughout the year. 
 
School of the Woods was just a small pre-school in 1962. Today it is a strong and vital Montessori 
educational resource, pre-school through grade 12, nationally renowned, known far and wide. We 
are independent, non-profit and non-sectarian. 
 
We look forward to your help in this important program. Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Sherry Herron 
Head of School 
 
 
 
 

A Full Member School of the American Montessori Society. Accredited by Southern Association of  
Colleges and Schools and Texas Alliance of Accredited Private Schools. 

 
ALL STUDENTS REGARDLESS OF RACE, COLOR, CREED AND NATIONAL OR ETHNIC 

 ORIGIN ARE ELIGIBLE FOR ENROLLMENT IN SCHOOL OF THE WOODS. 
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Acorn Fund 2012-2013 School of the Woods 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
YES, I (we) want to be a part of Acorn Fund 2012-2013. 
 
 
Enclosed is my check for $___________________________. 

 

Name_____________________________________________________________ 

Address____________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip_______________________________________________________ 

Phone__________________________________ 

Is this a memorial or honorial gift:     Yes      No  
 

(Name)____________________________________________________________ 
 
    LEVELS OF GIVING: 
 
          $25 to $50 
          $51 to $100 
          $101 to $250 
          $251 to $500 
          Over $500 
            Other     __________ 
 
Does your company have a matching gift program?  ___ yes   ___ no 
 

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: School of the Woods 
 
I am a       ____ parent;              ____ past parent;               ____ grandparent;           
____ alumnus;           ____ friend;            ____ faculty/staff;            ____ other 

 
 

Please mail back in the enclosed envelope, or to 
Advancement Office 
School of the Woods 

1321 Wirt Road 
Houston TX 77055 
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 THE ARTS

Instrumental musical favorites perform in December

Who can resist a compelling drumbeat?  Who can resist the appeal of a traditional acoustic 
guitar? School of the Woods presents its extracurricula music students in recital twice 

each year in December and May. Tuesday, December 11 was the date for the guitar recital, 
students of instructor Bryan Kile. They were Maya Anderson, Bayley Barnett, Jinyoung Jang, 
Lars Koehn, Reed Minor, Gavin Minor, Ashraf Thomson, Jett Walker and Henry Weeden.

African Hand Drum students of Alafia Gaidi performed the following night, December 12. His 
accomplished students were Nik Crawford, Jennifer Deden, Michelle Deden, Sydney Hilder, 
Jared Knight, Jack Oldham, and Jett Walker.

Both recitals were given in the Unitarian Fellowship close to our campus. v
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Voices of Peace
Said the owl to the lion to the lamb,

“There should be peace, peace, peace throughout the land”

Said the bee to the flower to the grass,

“There should be peace, peace, peace that will last.”

Said the wind, to the cloud to the sun,

“There should be peace, peace, peace for everyone.”

Said the whale, to the fish, to birds that fly,

“There should be peace, peace, peace, but why?”

Why should be argue? Why should we hate?

Why should we fight? Is it too late?

Said the child to the woman to the men,

“There should be peace, peace, peace throughout the land.”

Listing to a voice that is loud and clear!

“ Let there be peace. Let there be peace.”

The goal of peace being an integral part of Montessori 
education, our third grade students made a strong case 

for it by singing several peace songs to all of our Upper 
Elementary students. Here are the words to one of the songs:

Third grade sings for Peace Day, September 21, 2012


