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WOODS
Parent Education Events

High School Construction News
Hard hats, boots, and reflective vests required at all times

Parent Education Events
How Does School of the Woods Prepare
Students for College and Beyond?
PANEL DISCUSSION WITH HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI
AND HIGH SCHOOL PARENTS
Learn from high school graduates about how
School of the Woods prepared them for college
and beyond. Hear from parents about the benefits
of a School of the Woods education.

November: Grade beams and utilities installed

Wednesday, February 7
NEW TIME: 7:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Wirt Road Campus – Middle School Building

Book Discussion of The Yes Brain
By Dan Siegel & Tina Payne Bryson
See page 7 for event details

December: The gym floor is emerging
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A Time for Connection, Appreciation and Reflection
A Parent’s Perspective on the Discovering Montessori Experience
By Carolyn Melgar

________________________________________________________________
Impressed. Relieved. Comforted.
These are just a few of the emotions I felt in
January during my Discovering Montessori
experience, but I could go on and on
(overwhelmed, excited, proud, encouraged,
grateful ….).
I’m a parent of a 6th grader who joined the school
last year, and I had previously put off the event
due to scheduling conflicts. If I had known how
emotionally moved I would be during the
experience, I would have definitely rescheduled
those activities.

methodology. Their passion for adhering to this
teaching style and for honoring the principles of
it was apparent in everything that was
discussed.
Hearing first-hand from such seasoned and
talented professionals brought me comfort and
relief to know these were the leaders of our
school, supporting and guiding our little
learners. Not to mention, these same
professionals are the ones developing the
dynamic curriculum that’s in sync with society’s
ever-changing issues.

The day brought me through a range of emotions.
Mainly, they were uplifting, but if I’m being
completely honest, there were moments of panic
and concern. But those stem from my own
insecurities about making the “right” decisions
for my son (More on that later.).

Connection
The day helped me feel a personal connection to
the school – something that I had been longing
for. I was able to bond one-on-one with such a
welcoming staff. I visited with caring teachers,
whom I could see were there on a Saturday
because they WANTED to be and not because
they HAD to be. I interacted with administrators
whom I would deem guardians of the Montessori

Appreciation
The day also helped give me a deeper
appreciation for the curriculum and
methodology. During the hands-on portion, I
observed others performing the work with
teachers, so that I could cover more ground and
cover more concepts. While I watched and
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listened, I saw first-hand how so many of us were
robbed of our own development (when it came to
our educational foundations). I kept thinking, “I
wouldn’t have been so fearful of math and
science if I had been able to learn this way.” (I
had only experienced Montessori in Pre-K and
Kindergarten). The work and materials are
digestible, not overwhelming. The step-by-step
approach and the design help children learn in
multiple ways, while making connections to
previous experiences/activities. They help create
those ‘aha!’ moments.

•

A connection to your child’s learning
experience (getting an understanding for how
the foundations in math and reading are
built).

•

A connection to the language your child uses
to discuss the school day (beads, test tubes,
operation drill cards, Great Books,
community meeting, personal and social
responsibility, cycles, senior thesis, etc.).

•

A connection to the materials so that you
have a better understanding of your child’s
work and progress.

•

A connection to how mastery materializes.

•

A connection to your own way of learning
(you might just understand a concept more in
depth because you actually learned it versus
memorized it).

•

A connection to your child’s growth in terms
of social and emotional well-being.

•

A connection to what’s on the horizon when it
comes to your child’s realization of self, along
with understanding his/her place in society.

Reflection
I mentioned the day was also a little
overwhelming and elicited a bit of panic. Can
anyone blame me? Surely, I’m not alone in
experiencing that parental fear that accompanies
the question, “Am I doing this right?”
I’m a pretty open and verbal person, so I
addressed one of my concerns during the high
school hands-on portion. The response I received
was from someone I named the Montessori Guru.
I took in her comment for the moment, but upon
reflection during my drive home, I realized it was
insightful. It gave me a perspective that I needed
to hear (Thank you, Ms. Tomlinson!). And it gave
me something to think about when I circled back
to my question about doing it “right.”
The experience stayed with me for the remainder
of the day, and I felt a desire to talk about it
more, which told me I have more to contemplate
and more to consider when it comes to blending
my original parenting ideas with those that are
new and different from mine.
Consideration
I urge you to experience this journey for yourself
and to find your own connections. And no matter
what age your child is, I assure you that you will
get something out of each grade-level setting –
something special and unique to you and your
ideas about learning – providing opportunities
for reflection.
But in closing, here are a few connections I
believe we all can relate to and be appreciative
for. The Discovering Montessori experience will
definitely give you:
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Around Campus

Books Recommended by the Teachers

Rosa Parks (Little People, Big Dreams), by Lisbeth Kaiser
Grades Kindergarten – 4th
New in the Little People, Big Dreams series, discover the
incredible life of Rosa Parks, ' The Mother of the Freedom
Movement', in this inspiring story. In this true story of an
inspiring civil rights activist, Rosa Parks grew up during
segregation in Alabama, but she was taught to respect
herself and stand up for her rights. In 1955, Rosa refused
to give up her seat to a white man on a segregated bus,
sparking the Montgomery Bus Boycott. Her decision had a
huge impact on civil rights, eventually leading to the end
of segregation on public transport. With stylish and quirky
illustrations and extra facts at the back, this empowering
series celebrates the important life stories of wonderful
women of the world. From designers and artists to
scientists, all of them went on to achieve incredible things,
yet all of them began life as a little child with a dream.

Her Right Foot, by Dave Eggers
Grades 1st – 5th
If you had to name a statue, any statue, odds are good
you'd mention the Statue of Liberty. Have you seen her?
She's in New York.
She's holding a torch.
And she's taking one step forward. But why?
In this fascinating, fun take on nonfiction, uniquely
American in its frank tone and honest look at the literal
foundation of our country, Dave Eggers and Shawn Harris
investigate a seemingly small trait of America's most
emblematic statue. What they find is about more than
history, more than art. What they find in the Statue of
Liberty's right foot is the powerful message of acceptance
that is essential to an entire country's creation. Can you
believe that?

Shaking Things Up: 14 Young Women Who Changed the
World, by Susan Hood
Grades Kindergarten – 3rd
From the award-winning author of Ada’s Violin, Susan
Hood, this is a poetic and visual celebration of persistent
women throughout history.
In this book, you will find Mary Anning, who was just
thirteen when she unearthed a prehistoric fossil. You’ll
meet Ruby Bridges, the brave six-year-old who helped end
segregation in the South. And Maya Lin, who at twentyone won a competition to create a war memorial, and
then had to appear before Congress to defend her right to
create.
This book was written, illustrated, edited, and designed by
women and includes an author’s note, a timeline, and
additional resources.

After the Fall (How Humpty Dumpty Got Back Up
Again), by Dan Santat
Grades Early Childhood – 3rd
Everyone knows that when Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall,
Humpty Dumpty had a great fall. But what
happened after?
Caldecott Medalist Dan Santat's poignant tale follows
Humpty Dumpty, an avid bird watcher whose favorite
place to be is high up on the city wall―that is,
until after his famous fall. Now terrified of heights,
Humpty can no longer do many of the things he loves
most. Will he summon the courage to face his fear?
After the Fall (How Humpty Dumpty Got Back Up Again) is
a masterful picture book that will remind readers of all
ages that Life begins when you get back up.
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Parent Education: Book Discussion
The Yes Brain
April 10, 2018
7 pm
The Book of Mistakes, by Corinna Luyken
Grades Early Childhood – 3rd
One eye was bigger than the other. That was a mistake.
The weird frog-cat-cow thing? It made an excellent bush.
And the inky smudges… they look as if they were always
meant to be leaves floating gently across the sky.
As one artist incorporates accidental splotches, spots, and
misshapen things into her art, she transforms her piece in
quirky and unexpected ways, taking readers on a journey
through her process. Told in minimal, playful text, this
story shows readers that even the biggest “mistakes” can
be the source of the brightest ideas—and that, at the end
of the day, we are all works in progress, too.

The Word Collector, by Peter Reynolds
Grades Early Childhood – 3rd
Some people collect stamps.
Some people collect coins.
Some people collect art.
And Jerome?
Jerome collected words . . .
In this extraordinary new tale from Peter H. Reynolds,
Jerome discovers the magic of the words all around him -short and sweet words, two-syllable treats, and
multisyllable words that sound like little songs. Words that
connect, transform, and empower.
From the creator of The Dot and Happy Dreamer comes a
celebration of finding your own words -- and the impact
you can have when you share them with the world.
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Online Calendar is updated regularly, remember to check for recent changes
FEBRUARY
1-9 Re-enrollment for 2018-2019
5-9 Middle School: Immersion Week, Land Lab
Parent Ed: How Does School of the Woods Prepare Students for College and Beyond,
7
1321 Wirt Rd., 7:00 p.m.
Elementary: Evening of Learning - Children Teach Parents, 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. 8
Collins/Harbaugh
8 - 10 High School Theatre Presentation, Woods Hall, Wirt Road, 7:00 p.m.
Elementary: Evening of Learning - Children Teach Parents, 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. 13
Schwarz/Loftin
Elementary: Evening of Learning - Children Teach Parents, 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. 15
Stepankiw/McElhaney
19 Presidents' Day Observed / STUDENT HOLIDAY (No Classes in Session)
20 Upper Elementary : Sexuality Education for Parents and Students, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
23 FAMILY CONFERENCES: Early Childhood-High School / No Academic Classes
26 Upper Elementary: Sexuality Education for Students

Woods High School Presents

February 8th, 9th & 10th at 7:00 p.m. * FREE OF CHARGE
Woods Hall (Dance Studio) - Wirt Road Campus
Seating reservation forms available in the School Office

A Big Thank You to the Bunker Hill HEB and Starbucks on the Katy
Freeway for the food and coffee donations during the month of January.

