INSIDE

THE WOODS

Grandparents and Grand Friends Day

Everybody had a great time on this once a year special day.

WOODS HIGH SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION
SO FAR,
..
THERE ARE.

DIWALI CELEBRATION

Diwali, Deepavali or Dipavali is the Hindu festival of
lights, which is celebrated every autumn. One of the most
popular festivals of Hinduism, Diwali symbolises the
spiritual "victory of light over darkness, good over evil
and knowledge over ignorance."

Early Childhood
Morning of Learning

A morning where students have the opportunity to
teach parents, and parents have the joy of seeing
their children in action.
Funk/Loftin
January 22, 2019. at 8:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Lutzel/Shpata
January 23, 2019. at 8:30 a.m. - 10:00a.m.
Full Day
January 24, 2019. at 8:30 a.m. - 10:00a.m.
Tomlinson/Vargas
January 25, 2019. at 8:30 a.m. - 10:00a.m.

On the day of Diwali, the students who celebrate this
tradition at home went in a group to the upper and lower
elementary classes to give a presentation and
share treats typically eaten on this holiday.

Dramatic Character Development for Children
BY CINDY NEVELS

All children are drawn to dramatic play. This imaginative play serves as important work in a child’s development. As well as providing fun
opportunities to improve cooperative skills and creativity, dramatic exercises also can help children become more comfortable with aspects
of interpersonal relations, for example, confidence and compassion. Difficult subjects such as friendships, separation, disappointments, and
grief can be experienced in a non-threatening, pretend environment.
We have all observed a child’s glee at Halloween when they can
indulge their interest in dramatic play by dressing up in a
costume and presenting an alternate persona to the world (all the
while, collecting candy as a reward). Each year at Halloween, the
dance classes explore ways to create new characters with music
and movement. Sometimes Creative Movement classes discuss
Halloween poems and improvise movement in a spontaneous
classroom performance. Older students write a story with
characters of their choosing and set it to music. They can
experience what it feels like to venture into a forbidden place, be
frozen into a stone statue, battle an evil monster (or your own,
evil twin), or to be in charge of an expedition to find water for a
dying town. They explore having compassion for an evil witch
who is hard hearted because of the death of her own child, and
they can know the fun of choreographing the dramatic death of
an evil character. These examples have all come from classroom
stories written by our students.
Other opportunities for students’ creative contributions come with discussion of well- known Ballets like The Nutcracker, Giselle, or Swan
Lake. A student choreographer learns cooperation and group management skills. One must be respectful of others’ opinions and be willing to
compromise. Steps must be taught clearly, and each dancer used in a way that is appropriate for all members of the group.
The student dance recital in May is another venue for creative input from the student. I often talk to my dance and drama students about the
characters they portray, but I didn’t realize the extent to which they internalized this information until I overheard conversations between
students. Ballet four students discussed ways to make the trees in the rainforest look threatening in some scenes and nurturing in others.
Ballet five students worked together to convey the feeling of urgency in dealing with environmental issues while maintaining a feeling of hope.
The child who steps into someone else’s shoes can “test” different life outlooks by immersing himself in a new personality. Whether scary or
benign, happy or tragic, dramatic play always provides children insight into their own personalities and opinions.

DECEMBER 24 - JANUARY 4
(NO ACADEMIC CLASSES) SCHOOL OFFICES CLOSED

17/18 YEARBOOKS

FOR SALE

$70 for 1
$120 for 2

SEE SARA AT THE WIRT CAMPUS TO PICK YOURS UP!

Woods High School is offering a new Friday elective this
year - drill team. This elective was initiated by a group of
sophomore girls. They worked diligently throughout the
summer putting together a handbook with guidelines,
warm-up exercises, dance moves, and uniform options.
There are 14 girls representing all four levels of the high
school participating. Their first performance was during
half-time at the Woods Homecoming basketball game on
November 8. Demi Rodriguez and Mayra Himanga are the
teacher sponsors.

COLD WEATHER CAN'T STOP US... BASKETBALL AND
SWIM TEAMS ARE STILL GOING STRONG!

Middle School
PROPS TO OUR SWIM TEAM

They were in the pool even when it had ice on top!

December 20

ALL SCHOOL CALENDAR

JUST AROUND THE CORNER...

Re-enrollment
BEGINS FEBRUARY 1, 2019
LOOK FOR YOUR PACKET IN THE MAIL

