INSIDE

THE WOODS

JUNIOR

WEEK

For five days in January the Juniors participate in a mock college week.
During this time, the Juniors move into the High School, treating it as both
dorms and classrooms. The students attend class, begin filling out college
applications, tour local universities, cook all their own meals, complete
assignments, sleep on campus, and end with a mock interview by Woods
alumni. A fun and enlightening week for all!

High School Musical Presentation

WOODS HIGH SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION
SO FAR,
..
THERE ARE.

HAPPENING ON CAMPUS

Students from Early Childhood to Upper Elementary enjoying their outside time!

HAPPENING ON CAMPUS

Friday Cultural Fair in Upper Elementary; Students present their country research projects to their teachers and classmates.

Discovering Montessori

Thank you Gordon Dobner and Casey Bielenberg for sharing your experience with us!
"Discovering Montessori" went beyond our expectations. What we gained out
of this experience was a feeling of excitement for our children’s future at
School of the Woods. The passion and commitment we saw gave us so much
confidence that our kids will be learning from such great leaders. The desire
the teachers have to spark a fire in their students and help them realize their
full potential was inspiring to us and made us want to be better ourselves.
We left this experience excited to see how our children grow and learn
through the years in this very special environment.
When we signed up for Discovering Montessori our main hope was to gain a
better understanding of what our children’s future may look like at School of
the Woods and even more so in a Montessori environment after early
childhood development. We started by touring each classroom in silence. At
first it felt odd, but we realized quickly it allowed us to focus on what the
experience would be like for our kids.
That silence and introspection opened
our eyes to what we wanted to
understand. By the second half of the
day when we went back to each
classroom to talk with the teachers
and to do some of the lessons hands
on, we found ourselves so engrossed
that it was hard to move to the next
classroom. We are so glad we went.

Evening of Learning
An evening where students have
the opportunity to teach parents,
and parents have the joy of seeing
their children in action.
Schwarz/Cusack
February 5, 2019. 6 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Collins/Harbaugh
February 7, 2019. 6 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Clark/McElhaney
February 14, 2019. 6 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Upper Elementary
February 12, 2019. 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Words of Encouragement Make a Lot of Difference
BY ELIZABETH STEPANKIW

Edward Fidellow writes in his booklet titled Getting Your Money’s Worth, “of all the gifts we receive in life, encouragement seems to be one of the
greatest.”
He goes on to say, “the advantage of a Montessori environment is the emphasis not on how many wrong did you get (passing) but on how many
right (mastery) and the encouragement to keep working and mastering without comparison and competition with your peers. . . In Montessori
you’ve been given the gift of a methodology that embraces encouragement. Use the gift liberally.”
When your child brings work home from school and you notice not so perfect letter formation in the writing, misspelled words, or any number of
other imperfections, it is important for you as the parent to remember that your child’s academic learning is a long progression taken one step at a
time.
Each step in learning is an accomplishment worth encouraging. As Fidellow points out, “Words of encouragement, like water in the desert, refresh
and sustain. All of us have experiences where one word of encouragement meant the difference between quitting and continuing.”
So what words can we say to support our child’s present and future cognitive, physical, and emotional development?
In her book Positive Discipline, Jane Nelson tells us the difference between encouragement and praise. Praise emphasizes the final product and
expresses a favorable judgment. It is an expression of approval. Praise robs the person of ownership of their own achievement and invites people
to change for others.
Encouragement gives the person ownership and responsibility for effort and invites people to think for themselves.
Words of encouragement include things like: “looks like you worked hard on that“ (comments on the deed or effort), “thanks for helping” (shows
appreciation), “how do you feel about what you learned” (asks for self-evaluation)), and “I like the way you...” (builds on strengths).
Avoid phrases like “good girl,” “you did it right,” and “I’m proud of you,” which are judgmental and create a dependence on others.
Some good questions to ask yourself when you are not sure if your words are those of praise or encouragement are outlined by Jane Nelson:
Am I inspiring self-evaluation or dependence on the evaluation of others?
Am I being respectful or patronizing?
Am I seeing the child’s point of view or only my own?
Would I make this comment to a friend?
When commenting on your child’s efforts, it is important to focus on the idea of working for improvement, instead of expecting perfection. “Again,
one of the significant hallmarks of Montessori is...the tremendous power of encouragement released so that each child becomes all that he is
intended to be” (Fidellow).

FAMILY
CONFERENCES
Beginning in first grade, individual
conferences are held "family style"
with the child leading the discussion
between the parent and the teacher.
This self-evaluation and ownership of
the process is an important step
in each student's education.

ALL SCHOOL CALENDAR

DON'T FORGET...

Re-enrollment
APPLICATIONS WENT OUT AT THE
BEGINNING OF THE WEEK

DUE FEBRUARY 8, 2019

❤

